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The Royal Proclamation of 1763
The Royal Proclamation was signed by King George III of England in 1763. It recognizes Aboriginal title;
Aboriginal land ownership and authority are recognized by the Crown as continuing under British sovereignty.
It states that only the Crown could acquire lands from First Nations and only by treaty. Here is the portion of
the Royal Proclamation pertaining to Aboriginal people.
And whereas it is just and reasonable, and essential to our
Interest, and the Security of our Colonies, that the several
Nations or Tribes of Indians with whom We are connected,
and who live under our Protection, should not be molested
or disturbed in the Possession of such Parts of Our
Dominions and Territories as, not having been ceded to or
purchased by Us, are reserved to them, or any of them, as
their Hunting Grounds—We do therefore, with the Advice
of our Privy Council, declare it to be our Royal Will and
Pleasure, that no Governor or Commander in Chief in any
of our Colonies of Quebec, East Florida or West Florida, do
presume, upon any Pretence whatever, to grant Warrants of
Survey, or pass any Patents for Lands beyond the Bounds of
their respective Governments, as described in their
Commissions: and also that no Governor or Commander in
Chief in any of our other Colonies or Plantations in America
do presume for the present, and until our further Pleasure
be known, to grant Warrants of Survey, or pass Patents for
any Lands beyond the Heads or Sources of any of the Rivers
which fall into the Atlantic Ocean from the West and North
West, or upon any Lands whatever, which, not having been
ceded to or purchased by Us as aforesaid, are reserved to
the said Indians, or any of them.
And We do further declare it to be Our Royal Will and
Pleasure, for the present as aforesaid, to reserve under our
Sovereignty, Protection, and Dominion, for the use of the
said Indians, all the Lands and Territories not included
within the Limits of Our said Three new Governments, or
within the Limits of the Territory granted to the Hudson’s
Bay Company, as also all the Lands and Territories lying to
the Westward of the Sources of the Rivers which fall into the
Sea from the West and North West as aforesaid.
And We do hereby strictly forbid, on Pain of our
Displeasure, all our loving Subjects from making any
Purchases or Settlements whatever, or taking Possession of
any of the Lands above reserved, without our especial leave
and Licence for that Purpose first obtained.
And We do further strictly enjoin and require all
Persons whatever who have either wilfully or inadvertently
seated themselves upon any Lands within the Countries
above described or upon any other Lands which, not having

been ceded to or purchased by Us, are still reserved to the
said Indians as aforesaid, forthwith to remove themselves
from such Settlements.
And whereas great Frauds and Abuses have been
committed in purchasing Lands of the Indians, to the great
Prejudice of our Interests, and to the great Dissatisfaction of
the said Indians: In order, therefore, to prevent such
Irregularities for the future, and to the end that the Indians
may be convinced of our Justice and determined Resolution
to remove all reasonable Cause of Discontent, We do, with
the Advice of our Privy Council strictly enjoin and require,
that no private Person do presume to make any purchase
from the said Indians of any Lands reserved to the said
Indians, within those parts of our Colonies where We have
thought proper to allow Settlement: but that, if at any Time
any of the Said Indians should be inclined to dispose of the
said Lands, the same shall be Purchased only for Us, in our
Name, at some public Meeting or Assembly of the said
Indians, to be held for that Purpose by the Governor or
Commander in Chief of our Colony respectively within
which they shall lie: and in case they shall lie within the
limits of any Proprietary Government, they shall be
purchased only for the Use and in the name of such
Proprietaries, conformable to such Directions and
Instructions as We or they shall think proper to give for that
Purpose: And we do, by the Advice of our Privy Council,
declare and enjoin, that the Trade with the said Indians
shall be free and open to all our Subjects whatever,
provided that every Person who may incline to Trade with
the said Indians do take out a Licence for carrying on such
Trade from the Governor or Commander in Chief of any of
our Colonies respectively where such Person shall reside,
and also give Security to observe such Regulations as We
shall at any Time think fit, by ourselves or by our
Commissaries to be appointed for this Purpose, to direct
and appoint for the Benefit of the said Trade:
Given at our Court at St. James’s the 7th Day of October
1763, in the Third Year of our Reign.

GOD SAVE THE KING

